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A Distinguished List 
Marks Our 70th Year 


June 3, 1958, will mark the seventieth birthday of the Jewish 
Publication Society. Not many nationwide Jewish community organiza- 
tions in the United States can point to such a long, uninterrupted and 
productive period of activity. 

It seems proper, therefore, to ob- 


serve this anniversary by publishing 
eo: books as will bring to mind some 
f 


the original aims of the Society 
and the type of book it has tried to 
offer to its members. A more detailed 
announcement of the new list will be 
distributed shortly; at this time we 
briefly call attention to these books. 
It is logical to begin with works of 
history, because such works were 
among the earliest in which the Soci- 
ety expressed interest. Its first exten- 
sive publication project was Graetz’s 
ten volume HISTORY OF THE JEWS, 
abridged in translation and published 
in six volumes over a period of seven 
years (1892-8). Thus history repeats 
itself: we are now publishing (with 
the Columbia University Press) A 
SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS HISTORY OF 
HE JEWS, in many volumes, by Salo 
. Baron who, like Graetz, writes 
with warmth and with a thorough 
grasp of the source material. Volumes 
VI, VII and VIII are to appear in 
1958. They deal with the literary, re- 
ligious and philosophical activities of 
the Jews in the Middle Ages. 
Early in the history of the JPS, its 
Publication Committee began to dis- 





cuss the desirability of translating 
the works of another Jewish historian, 
Simon Dubnow. In time his HISTORY 
OF THE JEWS IN RUSSIA AND POLAND 
was translated by Israel Friedlaender. 
It has always been felt that Dubnow’s 
philosophy of Jewish life still re- 
mains unknown among the Jews of 
the United States. We are glad to 
announce, therefore, that a volume of 
Dubnow’s essays, with a biographical 
and evaluative introduction, has been 
compiled by Koppel S. Pinson under 
the title NATIONALISM AND HISTORY. 

It would appear from the early dis- 
cussion among the leaders of the JPS 
soon after its establishment that there 
was some intention of dealing with 
Jewish theology, yet very little of that 
sort of material was published. The rea- 
son may well have been the then exist- 
ing bitterness among the various re- 
ligious groups in the country. In any 
event, a number of books in the field 
have been published by the Society in 
more recent years. To this number we 
will now add a very distinguished col- 
lection of essays by the late Rabbi 
Leo Baeck, among them the famous 
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long essay on Romantic Religion. Gen- 
erally speaking, the book JUDAISM 
AND CHRISTIANITY will deal with the 
differences between early Judaism and 
early Christianity. 

There was more poetry published 
in the early years than of late. For 
some reason poetry in general has 
fallen out of favor with the vast ma- 
jority of readers in the United States. 
This is true of non-Jews as well as 
Jews. When, however, a very fine bit 
of truly Jewish poetry makes its ap- 
pearance, the Society is delighted to 
bring it to public attention. Such is 
the long poem revolving around the 
biblical story of Ruth and Boaz, which 
Grace (Mrs. Judah) Goldin has writ- 
ten, and which we shall publish under 
the title COME UNDER THE WINGS. 
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Acknowledgments 
Eliminated 


Members of the Society will notice 
that the renewal statement for the 
year 1958, which they are to receive 
early in January, will contain a stub 
which is intended to be torn off and 
retained. On this stub, members are 
asked to list the books which they 
select, note amount and date of pay- 
ment, then file for future reference— 


if needed. 


This small service on the part of 
the individual member will save the 
Society a substantial amount, since it 
will make unnecessary the procedure 
of preparing and mailing acknowl- 
edgments, as in the past. 


Also, members are urged to pay 
dues and make selections early in the 
year. This simple act will help reduce 
the cost of billing and will also enable 
the Society to plan its printings with 
greater accuracy. 











From the beginning, one of the ob- 
jectives of the Society has been to 
provide the Jewish reader with first- 
rate belles-lettres on Jewish themes. 
In recent years commercial publishers 
have attended to this aspect of Jewis 
culture quite effectively. It would a 
pear that, the JPS having shown the 
way and having proved the existence 
of a Jewish market, other publishers 
were encouraged to publish in this 
field. Thus, when a good Jewish story 
or series of stories appears, we feel 
that our members ought to derive 
some advantage from it. For this rea- 
son we shall co-publish with Farrar, 
Straus and Cudahy a collection of 
stories by Bernard Malamud: THE 
MAGIC BARREL AND OTHER STORIES. 


As all our friends and members 
know, we shall of course have the 
60th volume of the AMERICAN JEWISH 
YEAR Book, to be published after the 
first of the year 1959. 


Finally, we are announcing the 
ginning of a venture to which 
referred in a previous issue of the 
Bookmark, namely, Covenant Books. 
Here, too, we are simply following 
JPS tradition. In the first 25 years 
of its life, the Society produced a 
surprisingly large number of books 
for the Jewish adolescent. We have 
neglected this field in recent years 
and our members have been critical 
of our neglect. Consequently, we are 
glad to announce that during the 
course of the coming year we shall 
publish four volumes of Jewish biog- 
raphy for boys and girls of 11 to 15. 
Every teen-age boy and girl will be 
fascinated by the story, MYER MYERS: 
SILVERSMITH OF OLD NEW YORK, by 
William Wise; and BoRDER HAW 
the story of Anshl (August) Bo 
during the Civil War. 

In the autumn, two further books 
in this series will appear: THE WORLD 
OF JO DAVIDSON, by Lois Harris Kuhn, 
the story of that remarkable sculptor 
of recent years; and JUBAL AND THE 
PROPHET, by Frieda Clark Hyman. 
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Salman Schocken: 
An Appreciation 


By N. N. GLATZER 
ov of Jewish History, Brandeis 


University 


The eightieth birthday of Salman 
Schocken gives us a welcome opportu- 
nity to survey briefly his role in Jew- 
ish publishing and in the advance- 
ment of Jewish scholarship. 


The Schocken Book Collection, 
founded in Germany, was moved in 
1933 to its permanent home in Jeru- 
salem. It now comprises about 60,000 
volumes and includes rare Hebrew 
manuscripts, incunabula and early 
prints, side by side with some great 
documents of the culture of the West. 
The library, one of the most beautiful 
buildings in modern Jerusalem, is a 
center of learned activities and is 


en to students. 
; @::. Research Institute for Hebrew 


oetry was established by Schocken 
in 1929 and transferred to Jerusalem 
in 1934. The Institute published, in 
exquisite editions, several great col- 
lections of medieval poetry, sacred 
and secular. Of special scholarly im- 
portance is the Institute’s archive 
which treasures photographic repro- 
ductions of manuscript material found 
in museums and libraries the world 
over. 


The Schocken Verlag, established 
in 1931, issued about 200 volumes. In 
the crucial years after 1933, the 
Schocken publications helped Jews in 
Germany to find inner strength in the 
Hebrew heritage. The Schocken Pub- 

ishing House, Tel Aviv and Jerusa- 

m, expanded the program of the 
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JPS to Issue Paperbacks 


Ever since paperbacks of high qual- 
ity first made their appearance in the 
bookstores, our friends and members 
have deluged us with suggestions that 
we enter the field. On the other hand, 
there were those who warned us on 
the nature of the field and its highly 
competitive character. 

We are glad to announce that at its 
last meeting the executive committee 
of the Society decided to join with 
Meridian Books Ine. in the publica- 
tion of paperbound books from our 
back list. We shall begin with such 
volumes as have lasting value and can 
make a continuing contribution to the 
understanding of Jewish life. They 
are books which have been out of 
print for some years. 

The first three will be: The History 
of Medieval Jewish Philosophy, by 
Isaac Husik; For the Sake of Heaven, 
by Martin Buber, and Students, 
Scholars and Saints, by Louis Ginz- 
berg. They are to appear in May. 
Three additional titles, to be an- 
nounced later, will appear in the Fall 
of the year. The books will be priced 
at the level established for books of 
similar size and quality. 











German Verlag, directing it towards 
the country’s needs. Writings of 
Tchernihovsky, Agnon, Shenhar, and 
translations from the great works of 
Western literature have been pub- 
lished. 


The American firm, Schocken 
Books, Inc., founded in 1945, attempt- 
ed to acquaint the English speaking 
reader with some major writings by 
European Jews, such as Buber, Rosen- 
zweig and Leo Baeck, and, also in 
translation, with important works of 
the classical Hebrew tradition. About 
70 volumes have appeared, including 
20 volumes of the “Schocken Library.” 


These institutions and foundations, 
carrying the venerable name of 
Schocken, add up to a productive, 
generous contribution to the world of 
Jewish learning in our time. 
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The Jewish Community of Australia 
is relatively new, even though the two 
main synagogues—the Great in Sydney 
and the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation 
—are over 100 years old. But more than 
50 per cent of the present community 
belongs to the post-War era. When I 
arrived in Australia in July 1938 the 
community numbered about 25,000, to 
which were added a couple of thousand 
in 1939 and the early months of the 
War, when travel was still possible. It 
is doubtful if by then the population had 
risen to 30,000. Today it is about 
60,000 which means that it has doubled 
since the War. This large influx came 
mostly from Europe. A fair number, too, 
came from England, and some from 
Israel (yordim, as they are called in con- 
trast to olim, immigrants into Israel); 
latterly the numbers have been swelled 
by refugees from Hungary. 


Such large-scale immigration in a rela- 
tively short time has naturally had its 
repercussions on the cultural life of the 
community. This has been particularly 
noticeable in education. In Melbourne a 
Jewish Day School, “Mount Scopus,” 
was opened in 1948 after long and some- 
times acrimonious discussions, and suc- 
ceeded beyond the wildest dreams of its 
most enthusiastic protagonists (needless 
to say it had its antagonists too, but all 
opposition soon died down). The school 
building had accommodation for 200, and 
it was estimated that it would reach 
capacity in five years; instead, an addi- 
tional wing had to be built before the 
year was out. Within three years a High 
School was added, the two together con- 
taining about 650 pupils. However, it 
must be added that the time given to 
Jewish subjects is only about seven 
hours per week. In the last three years 
three other Day Schools, much smaller 
in size but giving much more time to 
Jewish subjects, have been added, bring- 
ing up the total to about 950 pupils. 


Sydney has fared less well. Here a 
Day School was founded a few years 
ago; to date it has only about 130 pupils. 
There is also a so-called Yeshivah — 
actually an intensive afternoon Talmud 
Torah, meeting five times a week in two- 
hour sessions. 


Of course, this does not sum up the 
total. The Jewish Education Board of 


Cultural Life of / 





New South Wales provides for about 
950-1,000 pupils in afternoon classes, of 
whom, however, about 80 percent attend 
only on Sundays; and about 1,900 in the 
“Right of Entry” Classes—released tjgme, 
as it is known in the United states. @ 
provides one-half to one hour per we 
Many of the pupils here also attend the 
afternoon classes. The question of sepa- 
ration of Church and State has never 
been raised here as far as I know. It is 
obvious that the standard achieved in 
these classes is low. 


What about general culture? There is, 
of course, the usual paraphernalia of 
organizations with social and cultural 
programs of activity; but like almost 
everywhere else the former predomi- 
nates. Nevertheless, the Kadimah in Mei- 
bourne and the Jewish Folk Center in 
Sydney—both  Yiddish-speaking — run 
regular series of lectures which on the 
whole are quite well attended, the for- 
mer in particular. In addition most syna- 
gogues of any size have lectures from 
time to time. The same holds true of@be 
B’nai B’rith, which, starting with 
chapters a few years ago, has now grown 
to seven. All these engage in cultural 
work. There are also luncheon lectures 
in both Melbourne and Sydney, the size 
of whose audiences depends on the per- 
sonality and standing of the speaker. 
(I am in general confining myself to 
these two cities, where 90 per cent of 
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f Australian Jewry 


By Rev. Dr. Harry Freedman 


Sidney, Australia 


Member of the JPS Committee 


on revision of 


The Bible Translation 


Jewry dwell. But there is some cultural 
life in the other centers—Perth in par- 
ticular has a very active community of 
about 3,000.) 


e Zionist Federation and its affili- 
d:. not on the whole engage directly 
in cultural work, with the exception of 
such occasions as the celebration of Is- 
rael Independence Day, Herzl-Bialik 
commemorations, and so on. Attempts 
have been made from time to time to 
spread the study of Hebrew, but with 
far from encouraging results. Sydney 
has a flourishing, well-attended Hista- 
druth Ivrith, whose members regularly 
visit its rooms to read the Israeli press 
and to rub shoulders with one another, 
and also turn out in force at special 
functions. But these consist almost en- 
tirely of Israelis, and do not constitute 
a genuine Hebrew-speaking movement. 


Now we come to the reading habits 
of the people. Melbourne and Sydney 
each boasts of two Anglo-Jewish week- 
lies (or perhaps they don’t boast at all), 

of which also publishes a Yiddish 

on, complete in itself, which may be 
purchased separately. Most Jewish 
homes receive one or both. 


As far as news is concerned, empha- 
sis is on Israel and local matters. World 
Jewry otherwise has but scant coverage. 
In addition there are publications of a 
more specialized nature, such as the 


B’nai B’rith and Wizo bulletins (Wizo 
stands for Women’s International Zion- 
ist Organization and is the Australian 
equivalent of the Hadassah). The Union 
of Jewish Students issues a magazine of 
quite high standard. Mention might also 
be made of the Australian Jewish His- 
torical Society, which publishes the 
papers read at its meetings. 


The Bible is rarely bought, except as 
a gift, or by students. Siddurim are 
bought for pupils; the same applies to 
the Shulhan Arukh and Gemorrahs, 
which are purchased by Talmud Torahs, 
which means that the standard of Tal- 
mud is reached. In spite of constant 
admonitions on the importance of He- 
brew, textbooks for the language have 
little sale. As for fiction, there is prac- 
tically no market for it, except for 
translations of classic Yiddish writers 
such as Peretz, Sholom Aleichem, ete. 
Even these are seldom bought to read, 
but to give as presents. 


However, in all fairness it must be 
said that this does not give the whole 
picture. The Kadimah, which has been 
mentioned above, has a large library 
consisting of many thousands of Yiddish 
volumes. It is very well patronized, and 
in 1956 over 5,000 were taken out for 
reading on the premises. These books 
cover almost every conceivable subject; 
the taste of its readers seems to be very 
catholic. 


Recently a Jewish Book Club was 
formed; so far it has issued three books: 
Sholom Asch, The Prophet; Edmund 
Wilson, The Dead Sea Scrolls; and 
James Parkes, End of an Exile. The 
next will be S. R. Hirsch’s Nineteen 
Letters. 


It would seem that the choice of books 
is motivated by a desire for the contro- 
versial, as the more controversial the 
book is the better it sells. When a local 
rabbi wrote a letter to the Jewish Press 
strongly condemning the first choice of 
the Book Club—The Prophet—member- 
ship doubled within one week! Similarly, 
when three years ago a criticism of 
Chaim Weizmann’s Trial and Error ap- 
peared, existing stocks of the book were 
sold out in one week, during which three 
times as many copies were sold as the 
total number hitherto. 
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Dr. Joshua Bloch was a pioneer who 
successfully built a monument to Jew- 
ish scholarship; it is his own monu- 
ment, as well. 

When he took over, in 1923, as 
head of the Jewish Division of the 
New York Public Library, he found 
a small, difficult-to-use collection. He 
left a collection consisting of 110,000 
volumes, with a richly cross-indexed 
catalogue of half a million entries, 
leading the student to valued refer- 
ences in books of all kinds. 

Dr. Bloch pioneered for his Library 
and for all Jewish collections in the 
use of microfilm; he employed it to 
save a trove of American and Euro- 
pean Jewish periodicals from dis- 
integration and loss. The New York 
Library’s invaluable Responsa and 
picture collection catalogues exist to- 
day because of his struggle, during 
the depression days, to employ schol- 
ars on the Library staff. 


Deeply aware of the living, con- 


Joshua Bloch 


temporary responsibilities and opportu- 
nities of scholarship, Dr. Bloch was 
active in a wide range of commu- 
nity enterprises: vigorous, direct, inde- 
pendent of thought and often abrupt 
of speech, he struggled to encourage 
the writing and publication of books 
which would contribute to the commu- 
nity’s store. 

A valued member of the Publication 
Committee of the JPS, he compiled the 
Society’s bibliography, Of Making 
Many Books. In his introduction to 
that volume, he said: “Literature and 
learning have in every age been among 
the supreme unifying forces of the 
scattered Jewish communities.” In_ his 
lifelong struggle to preserve, extend 
and disseminate Jewish literature and 
learning, Joshua Bloch was, himself, 
such a force. 


—Abraham Berger, 
Chief, Jewish Division, 
New York Public Library 











Books of Other 
Publishers 


Every once in a while the Bookmark 
has called to the attention of its read- 
ers books not published by the JPS 
yet deserving the notice of alert 
American Jews. The distribution of 
two of such books is in fact being 
undertaken by the JPS. These two 
are WHY I Am A JEw, by the Rev. 
Dr. David de Sola Pool, and A TREAS- 
URY OF JEWISH POETRY, by Nathan 
and Maryann Ausubel. The former is 
the work of a rabbi who has made 
his mark both as author and teacher. 
The latter is a large volume repre- 
senting a collection of much of the 
best poetry which has been produced 
by Jews in the past millennia. 


Also worthy of mention are two 


new Horizon Press volumes. One is 
that stirring collection of essays by 
Israel’s remarkable ambassador to 
Washington, Abba Eban. The book is 
THE VOICE OF ISRAEL, and makes 
wonderful and exciting reading. The 
other book is THE GOLDEN EGG, by 
Dr. Arthur D. Goldhaft. The autobi- 
ography of an American Jew who de- 
voted himself unselfishly to his job 
and thereby benefited the entire com- 
munity, it is written with charm and 
simplicity: a success story in the best 
sense. 

One more book deserves atteni® 


Mrs. Ida Uchill has recently writte ; 


PIONEERS, PEDDLERS AND TSADDIKIM 
(The Swallow Press, Denver), setting 
forth the history of the Jews of Den- 
ver, Colorado, that community which 
was started in an unusual way and 
for an unusual reason. Its story is 
told in lively fashion. 
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Memo from the 
Executive Secretary 


As this issue of the Bookmark goes 
& press during the first week in De- 

ember, there is good reason to believe 
that every book scheduled for publi- 
cation in 1957 will be completed be- 
fore the end of the year. In addition, 
two books carried over from 1956 
were also published in the current 
year. For Doubleday—with its large 
staff and extensive printing facilities 
—this would be no cause for rejoicing, 
but the Society has been unable to 
achieve this goal for many years. So 
—let’s rejoice while we may. The end 
of 1958 will probably see us back on 
an uneven keel. 

Incidentally, if any member does 
not have every one of his 1957 selec- 
tions by the end of the year, please 
let us hear from you. The last book 
o be published (in mid-December, 

e hope) is THE EXILED AND THE RE- 
DEEMED by President Yitzhak Ben-Zvi. 
In November, we published PRAYER, 
HUMILITY AND COMPASSION by Samuel 
H. Dresner. THE AMERICAN JEWISH 
YEAR BOOK, Volume 59, is, as usual, 
scheduled for next February. 


. . and please note! 


This being the December issue of 
the Bookmark, it may perhaps be ap- 
propriate to point out that the end 
of the year is upon us. Many mem- 





Speiser Address Reprints 


A notice in the last issue of the 
Bookmark in‘ormed members that 
the address, ““New Light on the Eternal 
Book,” delivered by Professor E. A. 
Speiser at the 69th annual meeting, 
had been printed as a pamphlet and 
was available for free distribution. 

More than 4,000 pamphlets have 
been distributed on requests received 
from all over the country. Many re- 
quests were for numbers of copies 
which members _ redistributed ito 
friends and associates. 

A sufficient supply of pamphlets is 
still available, so that members may 
send their requests to the Executive 
Secretary if they missed the first an- 
nouncement or want additional copies. 











bers and friends of the Society who 
have been meaning to enter their 
pledges as Sponsors of the Bible 
Translation project, but have not yet 
done so, may wish to make the com- 
mitment before the year’s end, in 
order that the gift may be applied 
to this year’s tax structure. 

For their convenience, we have re- 
produced below the Sponsor’s Enroll- 
ment Form, which may be used to 
enter a pledge and/or payment in 
support of the gigantic work of pro- 
ducing a new English translation of 
the Bible, informed by the most cur- 
rent findings of scholarship and writ- 
ten in language suited to the con- 
temporary ear. 





SPONSOR’S ENROLLMENT FORM 


Edwin Wolf, 2nd, President 


The Jewish Publication Society of America 


222 N. Fifteenth St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Please enroll me as a Sponsor of the monumental project to revise the JPS 
translation of the Bible. I agree to contribute $25 annually during each of the 
next six years for a total of $150, as my share of the sum of $150,000 required 
to prepare and publish the revised version. 


O Dill me at $25 annually for six years. 


( Check enclosed in amount of $ 








Signed 
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PRESIDENT YITZHAK BEN-ZVI of 
Israel heads the list of distinguished 
authors whose volumes, published by 
the Society, complete our 1957 list. 
Titled The Exiled and the Redeemed, 
it tells of the scattered tribes of Israel 
in remote sections of the world, and the 
redemption of some of these in Israel. 
Winner of the Bialik Prize of Tel Aviv, 
the volume is translated by Isaac A. 
Abbady. 

Dr. Samuel H. Deesner, in his new 
Prayer, Humility and Compassion, seeks, 
by parable and exposition drawn largely 
from Hasidic lore, to help his readers 


find personal vitality in their religion, 
and a consciousness of the living pres- 
ence of God. 

Volumes III, [IV and V of Dr. Sal 
W. Baron’s growing Social and Religion 
History of the Jews carry the threa 
from the end of the Talmudic period 
through the Medieval era, through the 
Crusades. The keen insight and _ pro- 
fundity of the series, which the JPS 
is co-publishing with Columbia Univer- 
sity Press, has excited enthusiastic re- 
sponse the world over. The three new 
volumes, collectively entitled The High 
Middle Ages, are distributed only as a 
unit, not separately. 
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